Attorney's Dockel No.: OSS7S-O$3001 / Potntnunscatbrts 14 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Applicant. : Zhaoxi Bu et al. 

Serial No. : 09'S42,G25 

Filed : April 26, 2001 

Title : AUTOMATIC USER SESSION 



Art Unit : 2142 
Examiner : Hai V. Nguyen 
ConfNo. ; 6907 



Mail Stop Appeal Brief - Patents 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



BRIEF ONA^PEAL 



(!) Real Party m Interest 

AOL LLC, formerly known as America Oniine, Inc., is the real party in interest. 

42} Rented Appeals and Interferences 
There are no related appeals or interferences. 

(3) Status ©f Claims 

Chums 1,2, 5-22. 24-28 and 30-4] are pending, of which claims 1, 22, and 27 are 
independent. Claims 3, 4, 23. and 29 have been previously cancelled. Ail pending claims have 
been rejected, and ail pending claims are being appealed. 

{4} Statws of Amendments 

No amendments to the claims have been filed, after the Final Office Action dated 
November 9. 2006. 

(5) Summary of Claimed Subject Mailer 

The subject matter of independent claims 1 , 22. and 27 may be employed to execute an 
automatic access session during which electronic data (e.g., e-mails, newsgroup postings, 
message board postings, etc.) for each of multiple user accounts (e.g., screen names;- that are all 
related to one subscriber of an Online Service Provider (OSP) (e.g., AOL) is automatically 
retrieved and'or transferred over a single physical connection between the subscriber's client 
computer and the OSP. See, e.g. , Application at Abstract, page .2, lines 5-1 0. 



Fo** ;xamole, aspects of a non-huunng implementation thai ;s described, in tne 
Apprc^t^oss hre leitoiat.d bciov. for oncitation purposes. In it. a subscriber of an OSP having 
tor bomg aisoc:aiod v> if.it more lhap one account (e.g . s-.reen TiarmO may make use of an 
automatic access featine L> automatically aect-sr and retrieve information that then may be 
consKkaxl offime ,k ror ail screen names \<s"(or associated with) die subscriber] usmg a single 
ph> steal connection. Tins is in contrast 10 requiring a separate physical connector, for each 
screen name or to reqdnng a user to manually imitate ti e automate access league for one 
screen name, man sally switch to a different screen name, aud then -runualh rml:aie me 
automatic access feature for the different screen name " 'Application it page 2. hoes ? 10 

Mote part'cmariy, dunr.g ,m automatic access session, a subsciber's client computer may 
avitomaiicall) establish a connection v. i± the OSP iu.. v "go online""*. See,, e^ Appbeatson at 
page lb. line 22 10 page 1 line 3 1 hereafter, the subscriber's c'neni computer -aa> 
automatical!} establish ^ communication session lot a first account (e g , screes' name) of the 
subscriber o\ t-r the connection wnh the OSP bcc T Application at page: I anes 1 T 
Dursng tlus ecmmu ncanon session for ihe first account ofmc subscriber, c-ectroire tLta 
associated ^ Uh ibe firs' account may be do* abided from the OSP iu the suhscrbet s cueist 
computer a-id or ^lecuome data associated ^ith the Has account may be uploade; from ihe 
subscriber's chent computer to trie OSI Sec, e_y. t Anpbcat.on at pa^e ; 7 hues -i-2~? For 
example, una ad e ma:'.*, newsnroup posting? and or message kvd p-Mmgs associated \Mt'i ihe 
tirst account may be dev. ujoaded from the O^P to ihe snbscr.ber\ client computer and or e 
mails, nowsg-oup posmi^s and/or message- board postings that are associated \vth the first 
account and that w«\ generated while the sub -cribc^s ciienl computer was not vonrieaed to the 
OSP (e.g._ when the client computer was offline) -nay be uploaded from the subscriber's client 
compjier to the OSP. Sec, e. g . Application at nage 1 "\ hies 4-2 " \\hm mumta rmig- ihe same 
connection with the OSP, the subscriber's client compukr also ma\ automatical b v establish a 
communicate session for a second account te g„ sou-en name's of tor associated Withi the 
subscriber, d-aiine w nich electronic duta associated w ith the second account :na.y hv downloaded 
from 'he OSP to the yabsenbefs client computer and ox deenvme data associated with rt»t 
second account ira> H uf\c?Jcd from the su^vriber \ client computer to the OSP. Set., e£. 5 
Appucauon at page 1 ~ ! . bne 2S -o page \ is. ane b For example, uiuead e-mads, new sgroup 
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postings and/or message board postings associated with the second account may be downloaded 
from the OSP to the subscriber's client computer and/or e-mails, newsgroup postings and/or 
message board postings that are associated with the second account and that wet e generated 
while the subscriber's client computer was not connected to the OSP (e.g., when the client 
comparer was offline) may be uploaded from the subscriber's client computer to the OSP. 
Thereafter, if the subscriber has {or is associated with) a third account (e.g., screen name), the 
subscriber's client computer may automatically establish, over the same connection with the 
OS?, a communication session for the third account, during which electronic data associated 
with the third account may be downloaded from the OSP to the subscriber's client computer 
and/or electronic data associated with the third account may be uploaded from the subscriber's 
client computer to the OSP. See,.e,g,. Application at page ; S, lines 10-12. In this manner, 
communication sessions with any number of accounts of tor associated with} the subscriber may- 
be established over the same connection with the OS? and electronic data associated with any 
number of accounts of (or associated with) the subscriber may be downloaded from the OSP to 
the subscriber's client computer and/or uploaded from the subscriber's client computer to the 
OSP. See id. 

As indicated, the above discussion is intended to quickly orient, as to how use of the 
snbiect matter related to independent claims 1 , 22. and 27 may be employed to execute an 
automatic access session during which electronic data associated with each of multiple user 
accounts i' e.g., screen names), which are all related to one subscriber of an OSP. is automatically 
retrieved and'or transferred over a single physical connection between the subscriber's client 
computer and the OSP, and, as such, is only an example of how the subject matter related to 
independent claims 1, 22, and 27 may be employed to execute such an automatic access session 
and is not intended to limit the scope of the claims. 

Be<- t ^ t * m m nd mdtpet den* ehnrr 1 $s dnected -o a nv of aa s mg e echomc 
data from a communications system. See, e.g.. Application at page 2, lines 5-6; page 16, lines 
16-26: and FIG. o, A connection is established between a client system and a host system using 
a first account of a user that i? maintained by the host system, S;ee,.e.g. J Application at page 16, 
lines 16-29; and FIG. 6. In addition, it is determined if one or more additional accounts 
maintained by -be host system are associated with the user. See i .e.g. 1 Application at Abstract; 
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page 2, lines 5-10; page 16, lines 16-26; page 17, lines 28 to page IS. line 2; page 18, lines 10- 
12; and FIG. 6. After the connection has been established between the client system and a host 
system, a first communication session that is associated with the first account of the user is 
initiated between the client, system and the host system over the connection between the client 
system and a host system. See, e. g.. Application at page 1 6, lines 1 6-26; page J 7, lines 4-1 2; and 
FIG. 6. Furthermore, based on a determination thai one or more addi tional accounts maintained 
by the host system, are associated with the user, one or more additional communication sessions, 
each of which is associated with one of the additional accounts associated with the user, are 
automatically initialed over the same connection. Se e, .e.g., Application at page 16, lines 16-26; 
page 17, lines 28-31; and FIG. 6, Finally, in response to automatically initiating the one or more 
additional communication sessions between the client system and the host system, a transfer of 
electronic data associated with each of the one or more additional accounts to a corresponding 
design-red desrmut.on enabled for each of fht- one or more additional accounts. See, e g.. 
Application at page 16, lines 16-26; page 1 7, line 31 to page 1 8, line 8; and FIG. 6. 

independent, claim 22 is directed to a computer program product that is tangibly 
embodied in a computer-readable medium. The computer program product includes instructions 
that, when executed, cause a computer to establish a connection between a client system and a 
host system using a first account of a user that is maintained by the host system. See. e.g.. 
Application at page 16, lines 16-29; and FIG. 6. The computer program product also includes 
instructions that, when executed, cause a computer to determine If one or more additional 
accounts that are maintained by the host system are associated with the user. See, e.g.. 
Application at Abstract; page 2, lines 5-10; page 16, lines 16-26; page 17. lines 28 to page 18, 
line 2; page 1.8, lines 1 0- 1 2; and FIG. 6. In addition, the computer program product includes 
instructions that, when executed, cause a computer to initiate a ilrst communication session thai 
is associated with the first account of the user between the client system and the host system over 
the connection between the client system and die host, system. See, e.g.. Application at page 16, 
lines 16-26; page 1 7, lines 4- 1 2; and FIG. 6. Furthermore, the computer program product 
includes instructions that, when executed, cause a computer to automatically initiate, based on a 
determination that one or more additional accounts maintained by the host system, are associated 
with the user, one or more additional communication sessions between the client system and the 
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host system over the same connection between the client system and the host system each of the 
one or more additional communication sessions being associated with the one or more additional 
accounts associated with the user; and Se e v c. g M Application at page 1 6, lines 16 -26; page 17, 
lines 28-3 1 ; and FIG. 6. Finally, the computer program product includes instructions that, when 
executed, cause a computer to enable, in response to automatically initiating the one or more 
additional communication sessions between the client sxstcm and the host system and for each ol 
the one or more additional accounts, a transfer of electronic data associated with each of the one 
or more additional accounts to a corresponding designated destination. Se e, e.g.. Application at 
page 16, lines 1 6-26; page 17, line 31 to page 1 8, line 8; and FIG, 6. 

Independent claim 27 is directed to a communications apparatus ibr accessing electronic 
data from, a communications system. See., e.g.. Application at page 2, lines 5-6; page 16, lines 
10-26; and FIG. 6, As recited in independent claim 27, the communications apparatus is 
configured to establish a connection between a client system and a host system using a first 
account of a user that is maintained by the host system. See, e.g. , Application at page 16, lines 
16-29; and FIG. 6. The communications apparatus also is configured to determine if one or more 
additional accounts maintained by the host system are associated with the user. See, e.g., 
Application at Abstract; page 2, lines 5-10; page 16, lines 16-26; page 1 7 ; lines 2S to page 18, 
line 2; page 18, lines 10-12; and FIG. 6. In addition, the communications apparatus is configured 
to initiate a first communication session thai is associated with the first account of the user 
between the client system and the host system over the connection between the client system and 
the host system. See, e.g.. Application at page 16, lines 16-26; page 17, lines 4-12; and FIG. 6. 
Furthermore, based on a determination that one or more additional accounts maintained by the 
host system are associated with the user, the communications apparatus also is configured to 
automatically initiate, over the same connection between the client system and the host, system, 
one or more additional communication sessions between the client system and the host system, 
each of the one or more additional communication sessions being associated with the one or 
more additional accounts associated with the user. See, e.g.. Application at page 16, lines 16-26; 
page 17, lines 28-31; and FIG. 6, Finally, for each of the one or more additional accounts, the 
communications apparatus also is configured to enable, in response to automatically initiating 
the one or more additional communication sessions between the client system and the host 
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system, a truster of electronic data associated with each of the one or mon addritma'. accounts 
to a designated destination Sec, c.g , Application at page 16. Hne\ 1 e~26; page 7. ! me 31 to 
page 18. line 8; and FIG. 6, 

1 6) lirosmds of Rejection to be Reviewed on Appeal 

Claims 1,2, 5-22. 24-2$, and 30-4! have been rejected under 35 u.S.C § 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over U.S. Patent Application Publication No 2OCO/0097331 t Cohen) in view of 
U.S. Patera No. 6.879,965 (Fung). 

{7} Argtss&ent 

A. The Rejecting of Claims 1, 2, 5-22, 24-28, and 30-41 under § 103(a) is Improper Because 
Cohen sad F«sig, Takea Alone or m Coaibhsadon, do not Describe or Suggest All of the 
Features of Indepesdem Claims 1, 22, sad 27 

In order to establish a pri ma faci e case of obviousness, all of the features of a claim must 
be taught or suggested, either expressly or inherently, by the prior an. MPEP § 2 143.03 (citing 
InreRovfau 490 F.2d «S1 (CCPA 1974}}; MPEP § 21 12 (citing In re Nasier. SS F.3d 610 iFed. 
Cir. 1995) and in re GrassePi . 713 F.2d 731 (Fed. Cir. 1083)1 Cohen and Fang, taken alone or 
in combination, do not describe or suggest automatically initiating one or more additional 
communication sessions, each of which is associated with one of the additional accounts 
associated with the user, between the client system and the host system over the same connection 
between the client system and the host system based on a det ermin atio n that one or more 
additional accounts ma intained by t he host system are asso ciated with the user , as recited in 
independent claim ; , Thus, because Cohen and Fung do not describe or suggest all of the 
claimed feat ares, these references do not establish a prim a facie case of obviousness with respect 
to claim independent 1 , 

Specifically, independent claim 1 recites a method of accessing electronic data from a 
communications system that includes, among other features, establishing a connection between a 
client system and a host system using a first account of a user maintained by the host system, 
determining if one or more additional accounts maintained by the host system arc associated with 
the user, initiating a first communication session thai is associated with the first account of the 
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user between the client system and the host system over the connection between the client 
system and the host system, and, automatically initiating one or more additional communication 
sessions, each of which is associated with one of the additional accounts associated with the user, 
between the client system and the host system over the same connection between the client 
system and the host system ba sed on a determination that one or more add ition al accounts 
maint aine d by the host system are associ ated with the user . 

The Examiner recognizes that Cohen Tails to describe or suggest automatically initialing 
one or more additional communication sessions, each of which is associated wkh one of the 
additional accounts associated with the user, between the client system and the host, system over 
the same connection between the client system at id the host system base d o n a de terminatio n that 
one or mor e additional accounts m aintained by th e host system are ai'sociL'tcsd v. k h the user, as 
recited in independent claim 1. See final Office Action of November 9, 2006 at page 4, lines 3- 
8. For tins deficiency, the Examiner therefore relies on Fung. See final Office Action of 
November 9, 2006 at page 4, lines 9-12: Advisory Action of February I. 2007 ^ Continuation 
Sheet, Lines 8-11; and Advisory Action of May 3 u 2007 at Continuation Sheet, lines 10-13. 

Fung describes a central Web site that registers a user with one or more remote Web sites 
that have been manually selected by the user. See, e.g. , Fung at Abstract. Thereafter, the central 
Web site maintains a personalized start page that includes links to She Web sites with which the 
user has registered. See, e.g., Fung at col. 7, lines 18-56. From the personalized star; page, the 
user can select a link that corresponds to a Web site that the user desires to access, and the 
central Web site will transparently log the user in to the desired Web she without requiring the 
user to manually enter his her log-in information for the desired Web site. See\ e.g., Fung at col. 
7, lines 1 8-56. 

The Examiner excerpted the following disclosure by Fung: "ftjhe central Web site 
automatically sends the usefs login information to the selected Web sites and automatically 
connects the user to content held at the selected Web sites." Fung ,U col. 5, lines 4.9-52. The 
Examiner advanced that this excerpt amounts lo a teaching by Fung of automatically initialing 
one or more additional communication sessions, each of which is associated with one of the 
additional accounts associated with the user, between the client system and the host system over 
the same connection between the client system and the host system based on a det ermination tha t 
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ore - ,»r nore addiiior^l aicouut* maintained by the host system are associa ted w/ili the asa. as 
reened m ntdependen- cUim I Sue final Office Action of November °, 200b at oage hxics 
12, Ad\:wy \r;on of February 1, 200"? at Continuation Sheo*. \rncs 8-12, and Advisory Action 
id'May 31 , 2007 at Continuation Sheet. lines 10-13. Appdhut? doaii/rue 

When the sentence e\eerpted by the Examiner j> coit^d^-td ia the ct cit c^- 1 of the uuOk 
passage from which U <s draw s\ u n clear that it doe? not describe or suggest automatic-aHy 
arittno;sg such conavuireahons sessions leased op a dcunmntv.ion th?t one onns-P; ad ditional 
accou nts maintaincc by the host ss stent arc 2s;?ocldied_\sjthihe t^et, as incited I t uukpcndcnt 
claim I. In its es:bret) . the passage Ssom wueh the sentence rcbed apor h\ ihx, u\an-tntr is 
drawn reads: 

Onrc reg\0,ercd, * user ^ provided w ith a personal V> eb page by 
the eenhal Web site and the user is able to logm to the useCs 
pe-so^al Web page, lot example, to personals ibt \V<> page o* 
to add i i evv Web sites In one ennodunent, a use! c<*n select, on 
the tier's personal \\"dh page, one cr more Wtb sites that the user 
wishes to join arid then d;cK a bntvn to h,o. e the centra! Web sue 
rogisttr the user at the sheeted Web s:ks In aroihe 
embodiment, tic user c*n click on a hr.k to a Web aite the use 
washes to join provided m me user's personal Web page and the 
centtal o. „b sue registers she usei 'J such Web sue. 

lite cennrd Web site bMikumts the data from the user\ 
agists at ion form to the Wtb sites that the usei choosci" and 
dotamtca):; generates mks to those Web sites m nc useCs 
pas-nal \\ eb pu<fe The eentia i Web si::- aiuoma ticady t>ends the 
assCs ogm information t o she sele cted Wt ff sites an d 
a t a rrat »al,s cot ateus tec us er so nant >Uu C "he >e e_,u 
WebSite?, in this way, a user :s abk \> go dirt,vt!> tn a s 'st^t 
page" oi the user's selected Web site without having to enter an> 
login information. 

Pmig at cob 1, hnes t emphasis added). In its eoio-fcty, it is cleat 'hat this passage describes 
a process b> which ? central Y> eh site enables a usei to seicct a?xi subsequently ;egistc v for out 
or more oOier WCr vtes diat the ascr \- i-fhes to join In parbeda\ the central \\ cb site all.-n\ t- a 
user to mana al) sclec t one or more Vv eb sites for which the aser ^o-Jd like to cseate an accoant 
b> chekntg btetons or hnks on the central \\ eb sitf 
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Interestingly, lit? excerpted sentence ma\ be interpte-ted in eifhei oftv^o competing \vn\s. 
nestba oi which CTunu-ns u.- a disclosure of automatically initiating one or mure additional 
cosTLiiunscat.on sessions, eaci o: winch is associated ws h one of the additional accounts 
associated with Hit eser. between the client system and the riosi svMctn c\er the same connection 
between the chen 1, sjstetn and the host s\stc v n based on. d deteinnnqnon that oiy Pimpie 
addition^ accounts rruhit ained by t he host sy stem are associated viilh the osxr . as recited m 
m denerciert cLrtn 1 Unde r a frst interpretation, disctosurt of sending the uses 's login 
m'OTjiitiOii tc* iK sifee*ed Web sues and aaion~aticaUy connecting the use - to the content held a: 
ihe selected Web vdes n,a\ Ho understood to rcf"renoe the process of receding selection v f 
Web silts thai the ustr w sshes to joni arc registering the user * ith the selected Web sites by 
sending the use's i o„jl in formation to the seeded Web s.tes This does rot amount to a 
dsselosu?e of aaioHUtic-lh imaanng one oi n.ore additional coirssn~sae<itiOi! scions, each of 
which is associated \\i\h one of ! ne additional accounts associated w >th "he user, nsrt^-ecT the 
eitcn system and the host s\s~an s.-\er toe same connect on between the client s? stem ana tiie 
hes? system b;,scd on a dcteronnation that one or more addit ional accounts maintai ned by i he 
hos t system are associa te d veuh the aser, « ? locked n: independent claim I, 

Under a second mtcpsctauon, the disclosure of sending -1-t, user's logir information to 
the sclented Web sues and automatically connecting Hu to the content he'd a*, mc selected 
Web sites niH> bo audei,o,ood ;o reference the process of reeen ing se'echons of Web sues *h<d 
me iser has prevtons?} rtgistuect wiui and cnahhrj: the usei to access me st. cenxs Wt,h s-tcs bs 
strain" the user's login snioiiaation to the selected Web sites This jnteioieiatior! cf so thils 
,k»eiibe .)i suggest antematscaiiv inhaling one or mote aJJiUonal commnnic ation sessions, each 
of winch is associated v\ nh otk of the auditional accounts jssociatcd *bc y, between the 
client system and the riost system ov?r the same cennecoon but^uen the client ^s^teni and the 
host s>s:e:n hasod on a det erminati on th at one oc mote a dd i;ion<i1 accounts main lined by the 
boat. system are allocated who the user, ^s recited in independent claim 1 . 

As such, rogardkss of which niteipsctation is adopted for Feng's disclosure of ^ci^dnsj, 
the user's login mf<s^n t ttion A o tic seiccted Web sites and automatical?} conrecstrg lie use- to 
the eoEuent held at the selected Web sh^s, loth this excerpted sentence and the passage ft on; 
whkh thi. sentence is drawn make L clear thai the user's login information ?s sent to the selected 
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Web site& ^iid tba: tie aset ,s , ufeiratKaiiy connected v toe corteir held at the ejected WJ-> 
:?ues based on tiie u^ei s n anuai selection ot the Web sites c rorn the isef s personal' zed com*, 
page, not ba^ed on a Jo^rn- nation t ha t on e or more additional hccourA*. rcamtal red b) the bos' 
g>sieni a rc associated v<nh He use;, as teemed tr> mdependcat ciaci 1 

'\ccorc,,ngiV, for at least tliea*. reasors, appelant? aabnit tnattke sentence rebec! upon b> 
ih.-. F\ansr\ % r fails to acs v ^he o? st%s.L?t atito>raUca[I> aviating one or nu^e addVvtsal 
eomrotmva'ion sessions, eaen of which s associated vcuh ore c-i tbe additiorta' ! ccou:its 
assoenred with u\i use\ bUween the cikrtf systun and fheh>st ^tenr owr sit v*;ne coarsca'aon 
between the chvir s\$wxz\ and the host s\s:om based on a d et ermm \iiou ihat one oi more 
addition.^ accounts mann a^e d by 'he host sys tem are assoctased * ith the user , a-; : edited m 
independent claim L 

1 no tinal Or'rl* c Action abo c:tes eo'tann kit 1<» tlrougb co^ram f-. Irk. *T and 
colvnn 10 bites ^-IS (dTnngas Oiselostng autoraatscdN nknatntg enx orrooK r.dduioral 
comnsuieuahou stcssa)^, cacn o 'wracb is associated wah out oft! e additional accounts 
associated with the !isa\ Sstwter* the client system and the 'tost s\stc-m >.<\ci the s<*inc connection 
bdweor 'bj chen: >>>stem and the host system based on a d^nern^nixjon that ot-v cTjjiorti 
add ' tioiKl acaoteits na '^amod b y d a ho>->. system ^are a ssoc>at cd ^ ith tic user , as recred m 
■ndeperdtt t Llajn i Oowcvtr. iu;se po:n<ns of Fung a-so rati to describe or sagged 
automat'eady hntsanug one or trotv additional communication s^sons, each of which rs 
as^oeaUcd ^vtb one of tlx add/aotia, aeeoards associated with thu user, between 'be cieit system 
and ;:ie io^ s>> stcti- ou't the same t-onneckm between -be client system ard the bos? <-ysterr 
based o^ t dcu"tmutu »n that o ne or irore add-tio^a^ accoun ismatnta mcd h> :bc ho^t sytfeinau; 
4*sociated -wAh the uacr, as fee r.ed in independent claim 1 

A; cokmn it no 1C ihtous:h colutnt: S, ire Fung desenbes ^oth "tK ^ulomated 
loggjig mi of aid nifo' nation m forms asvu by a pKirabty W eb stse^ tbi^ugl « ccattal Web 
sste location" and the "ajtomavd registering or user m^brmalion at a plifa'dy oi Web sites 
thtoitgh a cctsfal V*\o site k^ah^n ,s Fung at coi Inies 10-12 and col 3, lires ^-17. 
Xo^cxcu as d.se::bed bs Fars^. nt'Oxr the automated poccss of logging :;'s usu .nlomiatior m 
tbtr-K tfsed b\ a rslutabty o: Wd> .site^ tb:ou^i a c^t r Pl vVch s.tc iocation nf'- the ai:tonta*cd 
pior^v? of tegtstciag user tnfonrta^on a f a plurality o"V\\-b snes Ihr^ngr" a ecttnal "'fb site 
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location involves automatically initiating one or more additional communication sessions, each 

of which is associated with one of the additional accounts associated with the user, between the 

client system and the host system over the same connection between the client system and the 

host system ba sed on a determination thai one or m ore ad ditional accounts maintained by the 

host sys tem are asso ciated with the user , as recited in independent claim 1. 

Rasher, both the automated process of logging in user information in forms used by a 

plurality of Web sites through a central Web site location and the automated process of 

registering user information at a plurality of Web sites through a central Web site location are 

triggered by manual user selections. For example, Fung describes the automated process of 

logging it) user information in forms used by a plurality of Web sites through a central Web site 

location as follows: 

From the start page, the user can login to any of the Web sites 
corresponding to link data 210 and listed on the user's start 
page. . . , Once the u ser decides w hic h destination Web site the 

^sr wa nts o o .'U to in? c V\.s o n a m^ u |\tc, ,t oc \s 

the desti natio n Web site's name on the use r's star t page 206. The 
user's ID number ana Web sue choice 216 are then used, via link 
sen- let 218 and data 212, to retrieve user data and form data 214 
from the database 122. 

The servlet 218 then dynamically creates and '"•fills-onf" a 
completed login form 220 based on the user data and form data 
214, by merging the user's account data 122a (i.e., usemame and 
password for the destination Web site) into the form 220 

.... Once this virtual form 220 is completed, the servlet 218 
submits the form 220 as a login script 222 to the destination Web 
site 218, just as if someone filled out the form manually. , . . If the 
login operation is determined to be successful . . . the servlet 218 
presents the corresponding destination Web site start page 206 in a 
new web browser window or in the user's central Web site start 
page 206. The user is now logged in to the user's own account at 
the destination Web site. 

Fung at coi. 7, line 28 to col. S, line 10 (emphasis added). Thus, it is again clear that Fung 

conditions or triggers its automated process o flogging in user information in forms used by a 

plurality of Web sites through a central Web site based on the us er's manual selection of a link 
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from a central Web site, not based oft a .d et ermsgglion t hat one or more additional accoun ts 

ma-main ed h y the ho s t s\ st em arc associated with the u^cr, as recited in independent claim i. 

Similarly, Fung describes the automated process of registering user information at a 

plurality of Web sites through a central Web site location as follows; 

[Vv jhen a user of the central Web site wants to register with any 
one of many Web sites for which automated registration is offered, 
the user simply goes, via Web client 102, to a registration W*:b 
page at the central Web site. From the registration Web page the 
user can search a list of sites that have already been catalogued by 
the form management system. . . . 

Once the user has decided at which Web site the user wants to be 
automats call')' registered, the as er cli ck s o n a link re presenting that 
site .name . 

Fmig at col S, lines 24-33 (emphasis added) 11ms, just tike with the automated process of 
logging in user information in forms used by a plurality of Web sites through a central Web site, 
Fung clearly describes that the automated process of registering user information at a plurality of 
Web sites through a central Weh site location is triggered by the us er's ma nual selection of a fnk 
from a centra! Web site, not based on a determination that one or more addit ional accounts 
maintained by the host syste m are ass ociated with the user, as recited in independent claim 1 . 

Accordingly, for at least the foregoing reasons, appellants submit that Fung does; not 
describe or suggest automatically initialing one or more additional communication sessions, each 
of which is associated with one of the additional accounts associated with the user, between the 
client system and the host system over the same connection between the client system and the 
host system bas ed on a dete rmination that one or more additio nal accounts maintained bvjhe 
hos t svs t em are associa t ed w ith the user, as recited in independent, claim 1, at column 7. hne 10 
through eoi. 8, line 57, 

At column 1 0, hnes 5-15. Fung describes a process for activating a user's credit/debit 
card account for e-commercc Transactions only when the user Is known to be visiting one or more 
e-commerce Web sites that are accessible through the user's central Web site. In particular, at 
column 10, lines 5-15, Fung states; 

Every time a a ser of the central Web site click s on a .myoritejjnk 
t o a f avorite „><om mt rcs W eb site .... software at the centra l W^b 
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sue location s tnultaneousl y transmits an '"update file.'" via, for 
example, encrypted e-mail, secure facsimile, secure wireless 
communication, seeurt telephone commumcition. etc., to the 
centra; Web sUc's co-branded hanks sl'tmanciai mstitiriorKs). as 
She central Web site lous the user into the eorrespnrdjtg favorite 
eommeree Web sue I his "update file" ss used to "activate" Mie 
user s online credit debit can! account, but only vUsne the use: if. 
Msitnig one or mote favorite Web sites during e-eomnuree 
transactions. 



Tung at eo; 10, one J- 15 {emphasis? added). Ttus, as described b> bnng. when a use' selects a 
link ro an e-^ommeree Wen site on the user s cetraai Web page, the central Web page bods 
transparently logs ike nset m to the e-cornmerce Web siic and sends a contm'ifu.aiiori from the 
centra! We a page to the user's bank that acmates. the user's audit- debit card accojta 
Imnortanth, howo.tr, Hmg deadly deseiibcs that the automated poeus ol' logging the user m To 
the e-eomr.ierce Web sue and sending a eorninumcanon to me use"\t batik that :te,r\ates the 
uw s cnjd\'d<> . ljuo account s trgfeuv b> tK vserj mannas ^ lectio** cA a rk iron th*. 
central V. eh s'te. not based ort a determination that o n e or snore addit io nal ?cco nt\ m aintained 
by the host syste m tre a sso ciat ed wi t h th e user, as recited in independent ekur . Marcovet. the 
communication sent b\ the central Web pagt to the bank that aenvaes the user s credit/debit 
card is -xn\ mom the central Web page, not from the user":; computer Accordingly, for at lea,st 
these reasons, appellants sabniif that p UU g does not describe or suggest au:-->nutw\J!y initiating 
one or mor<_ add-.tuma communication sessions, each o " which is associated svih one of the 
additional accounts, associated with the user, betweut the JieiU s> slem and the tost system ove r 
die same con nection b etween the elien' sy ste m and the host s ystem b ased on a d etermination sliat 
oneo* mj^e addgipm^^ ^ ith the us er, as 

i .cited m indepoudem ebem 1, at column 1U, hnes 5-15. 

For at least the forcgomg reasons, appellants submit that the Lomhmauon of Cohen and 
Fuug iai's to support a prnoajaeie e^se of obviousness with respect - o independent claim t fi nd 
us dependent viamss. claims 2 50 K 2K and 30-4] . 

Independent claim-; 22 and 27 recrte features similar to tmve discussed aho\e in 
connecter With independent claim 1 and do so in the eor.ttxt of a computer nivgiam product 
tangibly embodied m a computer-readable medium (claim 221 and a communicators apparatus 
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(claim 27* Aceonhns/'y. at bust *bi the lea^ons d^cussed above le connection ^ .th independent 
eiairt I. appellants sabsnnt that the combination of Coher and Fang tail? to siipjw-* a p nma -aclc 
case o obviousness \*::h respect to independent claims 22 and 2" and dependeu e\nnts 24-2o. 
vvbieh detvr.e from independent claim 22. 

Fhen fore, for at least the foieyonij; rearonj. appellants request that the i section of 
dams I. 2, 5 22, 2~-2S>, and 30 41 be reversed. 

In both appellant/ Fehtu^ y 1 5, 2CK'7 Reply to Fmal Actio i of November v, 2006 and 
AdviM>i> \c\icn of February ,,200? and appellant' March °>, 2007 Prc~Appea: B-sef Reqeev. 
fx r Review, appellants advanced she notation aiticuiated abo\t that Funy fails to describe or 
suggest aVA>meuLaIl> initiating one or more additional comnutniCotmn sessions, cads of winch vs 
asso.nLtee * uo one of the additional accounts associated w nb tK s^sr, between the client s\slcm 
and rbe host s> "em o\ cr the same connection between the client y^tem and tlu. iiort s>stem 
based or. a Jetcrnnn^^ on th u- one ot mote add iti onal accounts maintained by the s os' «We?-- are 
ass_.>ciattd "sei. as iecrtcd ;n independent eknm 1. Stt,._c g . Reply to ?'>.a! <\etion of 

November v. 2<"0v ano ^uv^son, Action of Fehiuarj 1 . 2007 at page 13, hiic 3 to page 14. kne 
?.] . and Pre- Appeal i>sef Request for Rcwcw at page 3, .me 2" to pege 4, Irte 5. DespHe 
appellants' repeated articulation of appellants' position that Fung ians to describe or suggest 
automatically initiating; sech Lesnmamcatiens sessions bare d on a determ ination that one or more 
additional acco ar-K n a ttain ed by t he host s> s tern are associated \ 'Ub t\e user , a? recited m 
indepene.ent chnm 1, appellant have yet to receive a resp«msiw e> pianatun that attempts to 
addiess the argaraents articulated, or others sse e\pUm hos\ Fung ,s being read to d'sciose 
automatically mmaihv ^tch communication ses. -or s based on a d etermination that one or more 
nddj^onal account? mann amcd hv the host svstcm arejiasooiat-ad ?*tth th e u ct . as tea ted in 
independent -claim 1 . 

While appellants did not expect the April 2o, 7007 Notice otPanei Decision iron: Pre- 
\rmeal Brief Ru >ov^ So include a substantive response to appclants Match 4, 2007 i^-Ap^xal 
brief Ri*qi«&? ! ot Re^ , appd lanrs ^ ere hopeful that tht Ma\ 3., 20^7 Ads ^ery Action, 
issued w response to appends" Febru^rs 15. 2007 Reply to Pma! \etson in November 9. 2(W> 
ard Advison Action of Februat) 1 . 2007, would mclude a suostar.rr. e exn!anat>on of hov> the 
F\arrir.ei undes stands Funi; to disclose antoiratic<nly nnuutmg one or rnofe additional 
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communication sessions, each of which is associated with one of the actional accounts 
associated with the user, between the client system and the host system over the same connection, 
between the client system and ihe host, system b ased on a detennmatioB t hat one or more 
additional accounts mai ntained by t he host system ar e associated with the user, as reci ted in 
independent claim SL as this was an issue explicitly raised in appellants 5 February 15, 2007 Reply 
to Final Action of November 9, 2006 and Advisory .Action of February 1. 2007. Unfortunately, 
however, the May 3 1 , 2007 Advisory Action seems to ignore the positions advanced by 
appellants in appellants' February 1 5, 2007 Reply to Final Action of November 9, 2006 and 
Advisory Action of February 1, 2007, choosing instead to essentially parrot the same remarks 
provided in the February L 2007 Advisory Action, Compare Advisory Action of February I- 
2007 ai Continuation Sheet to Advisory Action of May 31, 2007 at Conti.nuat.ion Sheet.' 



; Notwithstanding the different positions advanced appellants' January 12, 2007 Reply to Aci-os of November 9, 
2006 and apneUaats' February 15, 200? Reply to Final Action of November 9, 2006 and Advisory Action of 
February l[ 2007, appellants note that she remarks provided Irs ihe May 31, 2007 Advisory Actios, which was. issued 
in response to appellants* February 15. 200? Reply to Piasji Action of November 0, 2006 and Advisory Action of 
Fchruan 1 , 2007, are strikingly strmbi to the: remarks provided it; the February i. 200? Advisory Action, which was 
issued in response to appellants' January 1 2. 2007 Reply to Actios ofNovensber 9, 2006. Compare Advisory 
Action of February 1. 2007 at Continuation Sheet so Advisory Actioa of May 3 i „ 2007 at Continuation Sheet In 
' t 5 " run 1 ks^ Mi^.J tti\l ,, bai"S ! 2* s ^ s ti i » siv ^ 1 1 tvtn ! K r ! «u\ * v'a\ ^ M > 
Advisory Aeiion are so nearly identical that u appears that sly te masks provided i:i the Febni-jry I 2o0' ? Advi~r>;v 
Actoivut rrorc.% ^tcicx-d ,n*>x terra- L-p^dect ir.tV May 21, 200" Au,«-.tvA.^i K> example, tre 
remarks provided in both &e February 1, 2007 Advisory Action and the May 3 1 . 2007 Advisory Action both 
cornend that Fung discloses one or more additional accounts associated with the riser that are tnsifltained by the host 
system because: 

Futtg discloses that, "a user of the central Web site can request additional sites {'e.g.. additional 
online registration infonnstioti forms for destination web sites) to be added to the ce-ntrs] Web site 
kwiior. «T ac\ t-V tot * lues 32-3 4 1 T is t'eam 5\ Da otie o adatjoi.' ^r.iae 
registration irdorroation fortns for one or more destination web sites = one or more additional 
accounts for one or more destination *eb site sessions axe stored m the Central Web Site iocaliots 
• col 5, lines 46-66.!. 

\fc i < *x Utn s » l \ \i >zf\ ] 2cC *U nU'^Sve kus4 ^ « , \am ^ K *.t ->! ^ 
Continuation Sheet, lines 6-9. interestingly, appellants' February 15, 2007 Reply to Final Action of November 9, 
200b and Ad-'ssory Action of February I. 200" did nut vjt funis ailments U-.it \s»a!d vheat jepcniym of dm 
portion. More pointedly. v.h\k appellants argued that Fang does not describe or suggest one or more additional 
accounts assc-eixed v.iihtx use: iLtt^re mam^ne-i by th*. host systerr >n 3ppi -bats' iaisuasy ',,\ 200? Re:My 10 
^:3on-v\\i\e>iibet 9 20eo app- ILnt^ did ?>m adds vs* H^js issue n a"jpv,?l;.rit ' re^-riurv '^ 2O0" Rtpij :< N "tna 1 
Actioa of November 9. 2006 and Advisory Action of February i , 2007. Therefore, because the remarks provided in 
!u \i<, c "!iy cmj "^ r ur 2 f 1 aid lie s^j) Au'nv Mav \ *vJ ^ t ^ «> ->iv x . n smla 
norwithstandiag the differeat positions advanced it5 appellants' January 12, 200? Reply to Action of November 9, 
20do and appellants' February 15. 2007 Reply to Fiaal Action of November 9. 2006, appellarsts are unable to 
i nra n ri* •) *« i ^ «. i a t elLr < ' >"> \ s o b \*. i ^o ' l e v 

2006 and Advisory Aeuois of Febnrary 1 , 2007 were even considered, or whether the May 3 1 , 2o07 Advisory Action 
was issued merely as a matter of course and as a formality. 
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Therefore, in a final attempt to gab an "understanding for how the Examiner understands 
Fung as disclosing automatically initiating one or more additional communication sessions, each 
of which is associated with one of the additional accounts associated with the user, between the 
client system and the host system over the same connection between the client system and the 
host system based on a dete rmination that o ne or more additional accounts maintained by the 
ho st system are associated with the user, as recited m independent claim 1, appellants" 
representative, Andrew Foy, requested a personal interview with Examiner Nguyen before filing 
this Appeal Brief. Appellants were encouraged that Examiner Nguyen granted the interview 
request, believing that the interview would help appellants to better understand the Examiner's 
reading of Fun g. 

During the July 10, 2007 personal interview conducted between appellants* 
representative, Andrew Foy, and Examiners Nguyen and Caldwell, appellants' representative 
pointedly asked Examiners Nguyen and Caldwell to explain how they understood Fung to 
disclose automatically initiating one or more additional communication sessions, each of which 
is associated with one of the additional accounts associated with the user, between the client 
system and the host system over the same connection between the client system and the host 
system base d on a det ermin ation t hat one or more additional accounts mainta ined b y the host 
syste m are associated with the use r., as recited in independent claim I . Yet, no new information 
was offered. In fact, despite appellants' representative's repeated pleas. Examiners Nguyen and 
Caldwell provided little insight into how they understood Fung to meet this limitation. Rather, 
Examiners Nguyen and Caldwell explained that it would be embarrassing if the United States 
Patent Office (USPTO) allowed a patent application having broad claims that were ultimately 
found to be invalid and then, without providing any additional gloss, Examiners Nguyen and 
Caldwell reiterated their conclusory position that Fung's disclosure at column 5. lines 1-67 
satisfies this limitation. 

As noted above, appellants traverse the rejection of claims 1 , 2, 5-22, 24-28, and 30-41 
under § 103(a) over Cohen and Fung. The record reflects the rationale used by appellants in its 
undemanding that these sections of Fung <*re ■n^nulcietu to disclose the subject hmituuons. 
And, the record is without responsive positions by the Office, If only to advance prosecution, 
appellants again request an express articulation of how Fung is relied upon to disclose 



Applicant ■ ZhaoxiBu e-t il Attorney's Docket No.: 

Senai So. ■ OO/S-S.7,02:: 0S30O1 / Cotirajiijrications. 14 

Riled ; April 26, 2001 
Page : 1? of 28 

automatically initialing one or more additional communication sessions, each of \s hkh is 
associated with one of the additional accounts associated with the user, between the client system 
and the host system over ihe same connection between the client system and the host system 
based on a deter mination that one or more additional accou nts main t ained by the host system are 
assoc iated with the use r, as recited in independent claim I. 

S. The Rejects a of Dependent Claims 5-9 under § 103(a) is Improper Because Cobea and 
Faag* Taken Aloae or hi Combination, do not Describe or Suggest All of the F<?at«res of 
Dependent Claims 5-9 

Appellants submit thai dependent claims 5-9. each of which depends from independent 
claim I, are allowable on their own merits, in addition to being allowable for the reasons 
discussed above in connection with independent claim 1. 

independent claim 1 recites that a transfer of electronic data associated with each of one 
or more additional accounts is enabled for each of the one or more additional accounts in 
response to automatically initiating one or more communication sessions between the client 
system and the host system, and that the one or more communication sessions between the client 
system and the host system are automatically initiated based on a determination that one or more 
additional accounts maintained by the host are associated with, the user. Meanwhile, dependent 
claim 5 recites that enabling the transfer of electronic data comprises retrieving e-mail. Thus, 
dependent claim 5, through its dependency from independent claim 1, clarifies that additional 
communication sessions associated with additional accounts associated with the user are 
automatically initiated between the client system and the host system and e-rnad associated with 
each of the additional accounts is retrieved based on a determination that the additional accounts 
are associated with the user. 

The Examiner relies ou paragraphs [0136]. [01471, [0192], [0274], [02??]. [0284]. 
[0295 [0298]. [034* j. [0350], and [04651 of Cohen and column 5, lines 1-67 of Fung in 
rejecting dependent claim 5. However, none of Cohen, Fung, or any proper combination of 
Cohen and Fung describes or suggests retrieving e-mail for each of one or more additional 
accounts in the maimer recited by dependent claim 5, The paragraphs in Cohen relied upon by 
the Examiner in rejecting dependent claim 5 make general references to sending e-roaii, but none 
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of the paragraphs relied upon by the Examiner describes or suggests retrieving e-mail for each of 
one or more additional accounts in the manner recited by dependent claim 5. See Cohen at 
paragraphs [0136], [0147j. [0192], [02741, 10277], [0284], [0295], [0298]. [0348], 10350], and 
[0465], Ai column 5, sines 1 -67, Fung describes a process by which a central Web site enables a 
user to select and subsequently register for one or more other Web sites that the user wishes to 
join. See Fung at column 5, lines 1-67. Much like the string of paragraphs from Cohen relied 
upon by the Examiner, the passage from Fung relied upon by the Examiner makes general 
references to sending e-mail, but. it does not describe or suggest retrieving e-mail for each of one 
or more additional accounts in the maimer recited by dependent claim 5, See, e. g.. Fung at col. 
5, lines 942 and col, 5, lines 56-62. 

Like dependent claim 5, dependent claims 6-9 recite that enabling the transfer of 
electronic data comprises sending e-mail, downloading one or more files, retrieving messages 
posted on a message board, and posting messages to a message board, respectively. However, as 
with dependent claim 5, none of Cohen. Fung, or any proper combination of Cohen and Fung 
describes or suggests sending e-mail, downloading one or more files, retrieving messages posted 
on a message board, or posting messages to a message board for each of one or more additional 
accounts in the maimer recited in dependent claims 6-9. 

Accordingly, for at least these additional reasons, appellants request that the rejection of 
dependent claims 5 J 3 be reversed. 



C Conclusion 

For the reasons discussed above, appellants request that the rejection of claims 1,2, 5-22, 
24-28. and 30-41 be reversed. The fee in the amount of S620 in payment of the Appeal Brief fee 
($5001 and the Petition for Extension of Time fee (S i 20} is being paid concurrently herewith on 
the Electronic Filing System (EPS) by Deposit Account Authorization. Please apply any other 
charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 
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Appendix of Claims 

1. i Previously presented * A method of accessing electronic data from a communications 
system, the method comprising: 

establishing a connection between 3 client ■system and a host system using a first accost 
of a user, the first .account, of ihe user being maij.nai.aed by the host system; 

determining if one or more additional accounts maintained by the host s\stem are 
associated with the user; 

initiating a first communication session between the client system and Use host system 
over the connection, tne first communication session being associated with the drst account of 
the user; 

based oji a determination that one or more additions! accounts maintained by the ho^t 
system arc associated with the user, automatically initiating, o^cr the same connection between 
! Jk client ss stein and the host system, one or more additional communication sessions between 
the client system and the host system, the one or more additional eommunicabors session? bung 
associated with the one or mere additional accounts associated with the usen and 

for each of the one or more additional accounts, enabling a manner of electronic data 
associated with each of the one or more additional accounts to a eorrespondirw designated 
destination in response to automatical!) initiating the one or more additional communication 
sessions between the client system and the host system. 

2. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising accessing electronic data 
associated with the first account of the user. 

3. (Cancel Uxfs 
A. i Cancelled) 



5. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein enabling the transfer of 
electronic data comprises retrieving e-mail 
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6. { Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein enabling the transfer of 
electronic data comprises sending e-mail. 

7. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein enabling the transfer of 
electronic data comprises downloading one or more files. 



8 (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein enabling the transfer of 
electronic data comprises retrieving messages posted on a message board. 

9. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein enabling the transfer of 
electronic data comprises posting messages to a message board. 

10. ( Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein the first account and the one 
or more additional accounts comprise different screen names. 

1 1 . (Original) The method of claim 1 0 wherein automatically initiating one or more 
additional communication sessions comprises automatically switching between the different 
screen, names. 

12. (Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising setting preferences for initiating 
the first. communication session. 

13. (Original) The method of claim 12 wherein setting preferences comprises scheduling 
a time to initiate the first communication session, 

14. {Original) The method of claim 1 further comprising setting preferences for initiating 
the one or more additional communication sessions. 

15. (Original) The method of claim 14 wherein setting preferences comprises scheduling 
a time to automatically initiate the one or more additional communications session. 
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16 {Origins!) The method of claim 1 further comprising setting differed preferences for 
initiating the first communication session and for initiating the one or more additional 
communication sessions. 

1 7, {Original) The method of claim I wherein the first communication session is initiated 
automatically. 

18. {Original} The method of chain's 1 further comprising running the first communication 
session and the one or more additional communication sessions! in parallel. 

1 9 (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the user comprises a single member of an 
online: sendee. 

20. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the user comprises multiple members of 
the online service. 

21 . (Original) The method of claim 20 wherein the multiple members are related. 

22. {'Previously presented) A computer program product tangibly embodied in a 
computer- readable medium, the computer program product including instructions that, when 
executed, cause a computer to: 

es*ahl:sh a connection between a client system unci a host s\>;?em using <\ first account of 
a user, the first acconnt of the user being maintained by the host system; 

determine if one or more additional accounts maintained by the host system are 
associated with the user; 

initiate a first communication session between the client system and the host system over 
vbe (✓eruev.vSo T \ \ *e j^i confine" t 5 0,a s^ssa ir b-iog assoe^tui %v< i lie v t<^ a^oiir, of ,he 
user; 
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based on a determination that one or more additional accounts maintained by the host 
system arc associated with Hie user, automatically initiate, over the same connection between the 
ciiem sysk-m and to the host system, one or more additional communication sessions between 
the cliem system and the. host system, the one or more additional communication sessions being 
associated with the one or more additional accounts! associated with the user; und 

for each of the one or more additional accounts, enable a transfer of electronic data 
associated with each of the one or more additional accounts to a corresponding designated 
ilestinulion in response to automatically initiating the one or more additional communication 
sesssons between the elvit system and the host system. 

23 (Cancelled) 

2" {PiesmusK presented) The computer program product of claim 22 farther 
cdn.piiS'ns hrirucfons that, v- hen executed, cause the computer to: 
access i.-T5s<ni data. 

25 {Previously p*-esenvd) The computer program product of claim 22 farther 
corrpnv.ng instruction? thai, *hen executed, cause the computer to: 
download one or more tiles. 

16. (Previously presented) The computer program product of claim 22 wherein the first 
account and the one or more additional accounts comprise different screen names. 

27. (Previously presented) A communications apparatus for accessing electronic data 
from a comrnunicstions system, the apparatus being configured to: 

establish a connection between a client system and a host system using a first account of 
a user, the first account of the user being maintained by the host system; 

determine if one or more additional accounts maintained by the host system are 
associated with the user; 
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initiate a first communication session between the client system and the host system over 
the connection, the first communication session being associated with the first account of the 
■user; 

based on a determination that one or more additional accounts maintained by the host 
system are associated with the user, automatically initiate, over the same connection between the 
client system and the host system, one or more additional communication sessions between the 
client system and the host system, the one or more additional communication sessions being 
associated with the one or more additional accounts associated with the user; and 

for each of the one or more additional accounts, enable a transfer of electronic data 
associated wifh each of the one or more additional accounts to a designated destination in 
response to automatically initiating the one or more additional communication sessions between 
the client system and die host system. 

28. (Previously presented) The method of claim I wherein automatically initiating 
comprises automatically initiating, over the same connection to the host, system, the one or more 
additional communication sessions associated with the one or more additional accounts in 
response to a preference set by the user prior to initiation of the one or more additional 
eomnumi cats on sessi ons. 

29. (Cancelled) 

30. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherei n authentication information 
associated with the one or more additional accounts may be used to enable access to the host 
system. 

31. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein authentication information 
as^xaki \\Uh each of the one or more additional accounts may be used to enable access to the 
host system. 
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32. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein authentication information 
associated with the first account and at least one of the one or more additional accounts may he 
used to enable access to the host system. 



33. {Previously presented) The method of claim i wherein establishing the connection 
between a the client system and the host system and initiating a first eomrniirvi cation session 
between the client system and the hosi system over the connection occur automatically and 
without user manipulation. 

34. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein automatically initiating, over 
the same connection between the client system and the host system, one or more additional 
communication sessions between the client, system arid the hosi system, occurs automatically and 
without user manipulation. 

^5 iPrevfo\sU p v escm\;<n '"In. mailed o r c^ir i I fuithe*- eomrn ,sn^, a ;cma:x<s11y 
synchronizing data related to the first, account or the one or more additional accounts wherein, 
prior to synchronization, the data related to the first account or ihe one or more additional 
accounts was stored on only one of the client system or the host system. 

36. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 35 wherein, synchronizing data 
comprises one or more of sending an e-mail message written using the client system when the 
client system was not connected to ihe host system, retrieving from the hosi system an unread e- 
mail message, posting a message to a newsgroup or message board that was written using the 
client system when the client system was not connected to the host system, and retrieving from 
the host system a message to a newsgroup or message hoard. 

37. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 35 wherein automatically synchronizing 
data related to each of several accounts associated with the user. 



38. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein: 
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the host system is a network access service provider that provides network access service 
to enable the user to access systems other than the host system, 

the first account corresponds to a first e-mail account of the user provided by the hosi 
system, and 

one of the one or more additional accounts corresponds to an additional e-mail account 
provided by the host system. 

39. ( Previously presented) The method of claim I wherein: 

the host system is a network access service provider that provides network access service 
to enable the user to access systems other than the host system, 

the first account corresponds to a first, screen name for an instant messaging service 
provided by the host system, and 

one of the one or more additional accounts corresponds to an additional screen name for 
the instant messaging service provided by the host system, 

40. (Previously presented) The method of claim 1 wherein; 

the host system is a .network access service provider that provides network access service 
to enable the user ro access systems other than the host system, 

one of the first account or at least one of die one or more additional accounts corresponds 
to a screen name for an instant messaging service provided by the host system, and 

other of the first account or the at least one of the one or more additional accounts 
correspond to an e-mail account provided by the host system. 

41. (Previously presented) The method of claim I wherein automatically initiating, over 
the same connection between the client system and the host system,, one or more additional 
communication sessions between the client system and the host system comprises automatically 
"u ijT !j ~^st <-re o f the oje or more additional communication sessions when the user is not 
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Evidence Appendix 



None. 
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